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Exerpt from The Norwood D a i l y Messenger 
A p r i l 

THE UNITED CHURCH IN WALPOLE IS AN OLD ONE 
B r i e f H i s t o r y of Parish which s t a r t e d i n 1724 and has passed 

through many changes i n i t s ' career 

I n 1724 the General Court of the Colonies granted the pet
i t i o n of the i n h a b i t a n t s of the south p a r t of Dedham (now Walpole) 
t o i ncorporate a town as a p a r i s h f o r the purpose of supporting 
r e l i g i o u s worship.The p e t i t i o n s t a t e d t h a t the i n h a b i t a n t s labored 
"under great d i f f i c u l t i e s by t h e i r remoteness from the place of 
pu b l i c worship".The grant of the general court s t i p u l a t e d t h a t w i t h * 
i n 18 months they e r e c t and f i n i s h a s u i t a b l e house fofr the p u b l i c 
worship of God, and as soon as may be,procure and s e t t l e a learned 
orthodox m i n i s t e r of good conversation, and make p r o v i s i o n f o r h i s 
comfortable and honorable support. Thus was the church the founda
t i o n of the s t r u c t u r e of the Town of Walpole. 

I t was not u n t i l 1726 t h a t the b u i l d i n g of the church was 
begun,services being held meanwhile i n the homes. The new church 
was l o c a t e d about where the Plimpton f o u n t a i n now stands. I t was 
32 by 38 feet,a|jd contained only 12 pews. This b u i l d i n g w i t h ad
d i t i o n s of g a l l e r i e s served these good people u n t i l 1?81, when i t 
was voted by the town t o t e a r i t down and t o b u i l d a new one on 
the same spot. The new b u i l d i n g was r a i s e d i n 1?83, was 60 by 40 
f e e t , and and fur n i s h e d w i t h a b e l l i n 1?91. I n I839 the F i r s t 
Parish Church was es t a b l i s h e d on i t s 1 present l o c a t i o n . The deed 
of land stated t h a t i t was " s i t u a t e d " i n or near the center of the 
Town of Walpole, on the road leading t o Sharon and Foxboro, and 
bounded - beginning a t the westerly corner a t a small apple t r e e , 
thence n o r t h e r l y on my land t o a stake and stones, e t c . 

I n 1826 the Second Congregational Church or Orthodox Con
g r e g a t i o n a l Church, was organized at the home of Catherine A l l e n , 
corner of Peach and High P l a i n S t r e e t s , l a t e r meetings were held 
over the s t o r e a t the corner of East and Main S t r e e t , and i n 1827 
the House of Worship was dedicated, the land having been donated by 
Dr. Wild, owner of the b u i l d i n g a t the corner of East and Main s t r e e t * 

The Methodist Episcopal Society was formed i n 18?4 w i t h a 
membership of twelve. I n 1886 the present church was b u i l t on the 
land made vacant by the burning of the Centre School. 

F i n a l l y i n 1927 an event of great Importance t o the town of 
Walpole took place when the three s o c i e t i e s became the United 
Church i Walpole. During the twelve years t h a t have intervened a 
s u i t a b l e place of worship has been the dream of our h a p p i l y u n i t e d 
congregation. I t appears now t h a t t h a t dream i s t o become a r e a l i t y 

The Women1s Society has a b u i l d i n g fund which has been grow
i n g the l a s t few y e a r s . I t i s t h e i r d e s i r e t h a t t h i s fund be used f o r 
t h a t p a r t of the church which i s d e f i n i t e l y connected w i t h women's 
work. 



I I 
The United Church continued 

The Young People's Fellowship r e p o r t s a very d e f i n i t e and 
i n t e r e s t i n g program f o r r a i s i n g money f o r the new church .The pro
gram c o n s i s t s of one dance per month, two one-act plays w i t h danc
in g f o l l o w i n g , a box luncheon and c a r n i v a l i n the Spring. I n ad
d i t i o n t o a l l t h i s , they have more ideas about which we w i l l hear 
a t a l a t e r date. The Fellowship has set a quota of $50 as t h e i r 
share i n the b u i l d i n g fund. 

Man - too many of them- i n times of great sorrow turns i n 
s t i n c t i v e l y yet h o p e f u l l y t o God and the Church. He expects and 
gets s p i r i t u a l comfort i n renewed f a i t h . The church I s t h e r e , but 
only there t h r u the s a c r i f i c e and generous g i v i n g of the many 
f i t h f u l f o l l o w e r s who see i n i t an every-day f a i r weather f r i e n d . 
Regular and co n s i s t e n t support of the church bv a l l people i s only 
f a i r and Just. This i s an i n v i t a t i o n t o the f a i t h f u l church work
ers and t o those who i n times of stress t u r n t o the church, t o 
support generously the b u i l d i n g p r o j e c t of United. 

To s u r v i v e , t o endure, t o become a l i v i n g s p i r i t u a l i n s t i 
t u t i o n the church must grow w i t h the growth of the church commun
i t y , t h a t i t may serve the church f a m i l y i n the emergency of sor
row and i n times of Joy and gladness, worship, i n s p i r a t i o n . 

There must be a r e c o g n i t i o n of the o b l i g a t i o n of each i n 
d i v i d u a l t o the church expressed i n terms of ser v i c e and d o l l a r s . 
United i s no d i f f e r e n t than a l l other churches of the P r o t e s t 
ant denominations. I t survives only on the d o l l a r s c o n t r i b u t e d 
by i t s members and f r i e n d s . U n i t e d has embarked on a v i t a l b u i l d 
i n g program and has accepted an important assignment,I.e. r a i s 
i n g $80,000. This sum of money can be ra i s e d i n Walpole and i t 
must come from members and f r i e n d s of the church f a m i l y . I t w i l l 
only come bjt s a c r i f i c i a l g i v i n g . 

Having recognized the need, won't you study now your i n d i 
v i d u a l or f a m i l y budget t o determine Just how generously you can 
give t o the $80,000 fund. 

The F i r s t Parish Meeting House was b u i l t b; order of the 
General Court on what i s now Walpole Common i n 1?25» For over one 
hundred years t h i s was the only church i n the town. Then ot h e r 
churches were b u i l t and f o r many years there was separate wor
sh i p . Now as a United Church i n 1939 s i x hundred members u n i t e t o 
b u i l d a worthy place t o worship, a simple, b e a u t i f u l House of God. 

For our 350 Sunday School p u p i l s , f o r our Young People's 
Fellowship, f o r our c h o i r , f o r our Boy Scouts, Campflre G i r l s , and 
f o r a l l of our people we b u i l d a church where we w i l l want t o come 
t o worship. The need i s great and Walpole w i l l not be found wantingl 

Prospective plans have been accepted f o r a sanctuary t h a t 
w i l l seat 400, and a parish house t h a t w i l l house a l l the various 
a c t i v i t i e s of young and o l d . For over 200 years our churches have 
helped t o make worthy c i t i z e n s . Now we have the f i n e s t opport
u n i t y t o w r i t e the next chapter of enlarged s e r v i c e f o r United 
Church. 

"Whatever makes men good C h r i s t i a n s makes them good c i t i z e n s ? 
-D. Webster 

C ^ f l l Elizabeth Cottrell 
K v J 453 Winter St. 
j f e j j Walpole, MA 02081 



OLD CHURCH 3UILDERS HAD TROUBLES ALSO 
Fxeerpts f o l l o w which have been taken from r e p o r t of b u i l d i n g 

committee appointed 100 years ago to consider a l t e r i n g , e n l a r g i n g , 
r e p a i r i n g , r e b u i l d i n g o r removing F i r s t Parish Meeting House. 

"As Respects Repairing and Rebuilding: we f i n d t h a t the frame 
of the house i s constructed of the best timber which could be ob
tained a t the time i t was b u i l t , and i s ouDerior to any t h a t c- n be 
procured a t the oresent day; and also t h a t same i s i n a h i h st a t e 
of p r e s e r v a t i o n ; we f u r t h e r f i n d t h e t the l e n g t h and breadth of 
the house i s of the most f-voureble dimensions; t h e r e f o r e the 
whole frame i s f a r p r e f e r a b l e to any new one. 

As t o Removing: we Consider the l o c a t i o n of the house, a ques
t i o n of much importance, and jjave given the subject our most s e r i 
ous c o n s i d e r a t i o n . To have the Meeting house located on a spot 
which w i l l be s a t i s f r c t o r y to s ich as are now on the stage of a c t i o n 
and to those who may succeed us i s much t o be desired, and i n our 
opinion outweighs "very other question connected w i t h the subject 
before us. 

Pursuing t h i s i n o u i r y we f i n d many o b j e c t i o n s to the present 
l o c a t i o n of the house; were the same removed come smell distance 
to the southwest from where i t now stands i t w i l l be necessary t h a t 

i t should be turned a qu a r t e r round so t h a t the end s h a l l face the 
wouthw°st; s t i l l i n e i t h e r case we are unprovided w i t h s u i t a b l e 
places f o r horse-sheds, which i s an e s s e n t i a l accommodation to 
parish i o n e r s i n any country town. 

We have examined a piece of land belonging to Harvey Clap ~sq. 
nearly opposite the f r o n t of the meeting-hpuse (where Walpole Trust 
Co. now stands) which we deem e favourable soot f o r the l o c a t i o n 
of the house, ther° being room s u f f i c i e n t f o r 'eetlng-house, horse 
sheds, etc. 

This 1 n$ can be obtained f o r a f a i r p r i c e , and nearly the whole 
of i t might b° adventag-'ously occupied w i t h horse-sheds should the 
house remain on the common. 



Boston Nov 30th,1839 

To the Committee of the 
F i r s t P a r i a h i n Walpole 

Cent. 

Upon the s o i l of your 
twcn were often imprinted the fo o t s t e p s of ay 
i d l e and happy childhood; with some of the 
members of your own p a r i a h , I have passed many 
a hapoy hour i n s o c i a l i n t e r c o u r s e ; from n e a r l y 
a l l of them have I experienced h o s p i t a l i t y and 
kindness, and s t r o n g e r r e l a t i o n s than those of 
f r i e n d s h i p have a l l i e d me to many of them. L e s t 
g r a t i t u d e ehould seem to be e x t i n c t , f r i e n d s h i p 
c o l d , and kindness unrequited, I present, through 
you, to the p a r i s h an in o o n s l d e r a b l e token of 
my regard - do I e r r i n b e l i e v i n g i t a p p r o p r i a t e ? 
I s i t not prooer to k i n d l e and hallow the v o r -
shlo n e r by reminding him of the aporoaoh of 
e t e r n i t y , through the Unceasing t i c k of time -
to teach him by the s i l e n t though unceasing 
motion of the d i a l hand of the decay of t h i s 
world, - how fadeth i t away?! 

With sentiments of r e s p e c t , 
I remain, Gentlemen 

Your Obdt. Servant 

William Richardson. 

The g i f t . m e n t i o n e d i n the above l e t t e r i s a l a r g e round clock wit: 

g i l t case, which i s placed on the f r o n t of the balcony over the 

middle a i s l e , of the United Church i n Walpole, Mass. On the face 

of the clock i s p r i n t e d " G i f t of Wm. Richardson, Es%., i n 1639". 

At the time t h i s g i f t was made the F i r s t l-arish Church of Walpole 

was U n i t a r i a n . I t i s the present United Church of Walpole. 

The o r i g i n a l l e t t e r ( o f which t h i s i s a copy) i s among the h i s 

t o r i c papers housea i n the Walpole Town L i b r a r y . 
Frank Ri Larrabee. 

over-



The g i f t mentioned i n the l e t t e r on the other side of t h i s page 
i s a l a r g e round clock w i t h g i l d e d case,which i s placed on the 

f r o n t o f the balcony over the center a i s l e , of the United Church 
i n Walpole,Mass. On the face of the clock i s p r i n t e d " G i f t of 
Wm. Richardson, Esq. in.1839." At the time t h i s g i f t was made 
the F i r s t P arish Church of Walpole was U n i t a r i a n . I t was i n 
the summer of 1839 t h a t the church had been moved from the 
Common t o i t s present l o c a t i o n on Common s t r e e t , when i t was 
renovated both i n s i d e and out. So t h i s clock became a part 
of the new f u r n i s h i n g s of the i n t e r i o r . On Dec.11,1839 the 
Rev. John M. Merrick was I n s t a l l e d t h e i r new pastor, and 
the new church was dedicated. 

J) 
/a 



The Walpole Times, Walpole, Mass. — Thursday, October 5, 1967 

M. E. CHURCH, WALPOLE UNITARIAN CHURCH, 1st PARISH, WALPOLE ORTHODOX CONG'L CHURCH, WALPOLE UNITED CHURCH IN WALPOLE 

United Church to Celebrate 40th Anniversar 
The United Church in Walpole j resigned the pastorate of the of the early nineteenth century ; The erection of buildings and becoming interested in its 4 





There in spirit 
At the current location of Gallo's Flowers on East Street, the Orthodox- years. Twelve years after its centennial celebration, the Orthodox-Con-
Congregational Church was built in 1826 on land given by Dr. Wild. Rev. gregational Church was weakened during the 1938 hurricane and was 
Asahel Bigelow was installed as the first minister. It was here that Joshua taken down. 
Allen, the dean of church organists, presided over the organ for nearly 70 Courtesy of the Wolpole Historical Society 







ORTHODOX CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
Separated 1826 

Pastors 
Asabel Bigelow - I n s t a l l e d 1828 
George Newhall - 1850 
Edwin Nevin - 1854 - 1857 

1857 - 1859 = Supplies 
Edwin Healey - 1859 - 1862 
Edward Thurber - - 1$62 - 1870 
Herman Timlow - - 1870 - 1872 
Bela Seymour - - l8?3 - l8?4 
Henry Kendall - - 1875 - l8?6 
Calvi n H i l l - - I876 - 1881 
Francis Marsh - - - - 1881-1893 
Frank Putnam - - 1894 - 189? 
John iveedy * - 1901 - 1905 
Hugh McCallum - - - - 1906 - 1911 
A.L. McKenzie - - 1911 - 1926 
Charles Weeded - - - - 1926 - i n t e r i m 
Roderick MacEeod - - 1927 -

(the l a s t Congregational M i n i s t e r . Next UNITED) 



M i n i s t e r s of the F i r s t Church 
r*. 

Congregational 

Rev. Joseph Belcher 
P h i l l i p s Payson 
Mr. Read 
E l i o h a l e t P o r t e r 
George Morey 

1728 
1730 
1779 
1782 

?1783 

1729 
1778 

-1826 

died 
d i d not accept 
h n * 

U n i t a r i a n Church 
Rev. John Storer 1827 - 1839 

John Merrick 1840 - 1865 
M W.B. Smith I865 - 1874 

Edward J. Young I n t e r i m 
« F.B. Hamblett 1877 - 1882 
M J.H. Weeks 1882 - 1891 
H G.H. Clare 1891 - 1892 
N Robert Savage 1893 - 1901 
* Herman Haugerud 1902 - 1903 
It Joseph C. A l l e n 1904 - 1906 
!» Louis Clans Dethless 1907 - ? 
1* Henry D. Stevens 1910 - 1915 
w Robert Savage 
* Charles E. Beals 

a c t i n g Pastor- 1926 It P i c k e t t of Medfield was a c t i n g Pastor- 1926 

United Church 

* Roderick MacLeod - l a s t Orthodox M i n i s t e r - l s t United 1929 
* Leland Mann - Methodist -became Missionary to Japan 
" Joseph Ludwigson - Educational D i r e c t o r 
* Dr. Charles Williams - I n t e r i m u n t i l 1931 
* Clarence Schroeder - 1931 - 1939 
M W i l l i a m Beard - - I n t e r i m 
" Howard Bozarth - - 1939 - 1950 
" Zdenak Bednar - Youth M i n i s t e r 1949 - 1951 
" Alan Hutchinson - - 1951 - 1952 
rt Lawrence Barber - - I n t e r i m 
" H. Gardner Anderson - 1951 - 1958 
* Stanley J. Keach - M i n i s t e r o f Education 
** Otto Jonas - - 1959 

Paul Varga 



The 3 t o r y o f Our Church B u i l d i n g 
by A l t o n C. r ? o b e r t a . 

I t seems d e s i r a b l e t o commit t o w r i t i n g some of the t h i n g s which 
I t o l d the Confirmation Class i n the two sessions which we hod t o 
gether about our own Church b u i l d i n g * Jhe evident i n t e r e s t of these 
young f o l k s suggested t o me t h a t there might be others who would l i k e 
t o know a l i t t l e about the way i n which the l o v e l y white churches o f 
New England came t o be. 

Also, since the p r i n t i n g of my s t o r y of our hurcn • very f i n e book 
"Meetinghouse and church i n Early Hew England" by Edmund M* E i n n o t t , 
has been published which renders some of tua m a t e r i a l i n nf account o f 
our e a r l y churches somewhat Inac c u r a t e , no are g r e a t l y indebted t o 
•r. S i n n o t t f o r a t r u e p i c t u r e o f these i n t e r e s t i n g o l d b u i l d i n g s * Our 

h i s t o r i c a l Committee has purchased a copy of t h i s book, and i t i s 
a v a i l a b l e t o any o f our embers whi wish t o l e a r n more about the 
churches o f New England. I also wish t o thank the E d i t o r o f the Torch 
f o r t h i s o p p o r t u n i t y t o expand the s t o r y o f our e a r l y beginnings* 

* A f t e r a few homes had been b u i l t and e v i l l a g e began t o take snape, 
the f i r s t concern o f the e a r l y s e t t l e r s was t o provide a place where 
public gatherings ( e s p e c i a l l y church services) could be mold, f o r 
the l i f e o f the community oentered almost completely around the Church 
Every f a m i l y must attend the services and every c i t i z e n was taxed f o r 
the support o f the i n i s t e r . Therefore a meeting house was an essen
t i a l . The f i r s t ones I n our e a r l y towns were very simple i n construc
t i o n , almost a l l being b u i l t a f t e r the same general deaimn, from 
those i n Boston t o the ones i n the smallest v i l l a g e s . 

They were near l y square, w i t h the r o o f e truncated pyramid,slop
ing up t o a f l a t p l a t f o r m above the center of the b u i l d i n g . There 
would be a cupola and perhaps a small s p i r e , and i f the community owns 
a b e l l i t would be mounted on the top o f the r o o f . I n s i d e there would 
probably be a g a l l e r y around 3 s i d e s , and the p u l p i t on the f o u r t h l i d 
I f one dimension was g r e a t e r than the o t h e r , the p u l p i t would be on 
the l o n g s i d e , the main or "g r e a t " door would be opposite, w i t h 
smaller doors on each of the two ends. There would be windows on 
a l l f o u r siaes, both above and below the g a l l e r y . Diamond shepod 
panes i n the windows were coutnon, but not u n i v e r s a l . 

This type of meeting house began t o emerge i n any New England 
v i l l a g e s ny 1650. Of course these /f v i l l a g e s were not f a r from Bos
ton a t t h i s e a r l y date, so i t i s not s u r p r i s i n g t h a t they were copied 
from those i n the parent town, but a l l were p r a c t i c a l l y a l i k e i n de
sign - and u n t i l the end o f the century t h i a p a t t e r n was f o l l o w e d 
i n n e a r l y a l l the meeting houses over hew England* Only one i s s t i l l 
i n existence - the "Old Ship Church" IttUngban - a f i n e example of 
the e a r l i e s t Meeting douse. This was b u i l t i n 1481 end i s 3 t i l l i n 
use* 

hfa must not f o r g e t t h a t these b u i l d i n g s were used f o r a l l pur
poses which r e q u i r e d the people t o gather to g e t h e r . I f course the 
most frequent g a t h e r i n g was f o r r e l i g i o u s worship, and the f o l k s 
of t h a t time were very uch concerned f o r the s a l v a t i o n o f t h e i r souls 
They welcomed the long, services o f Sunday morning and afternoon w i t h 
t e l r 2-hour sermons, and there are records of t h e i r even p e t i t i o n -
i n * the m i n i s t e r t o hold services on Wednesday n i g h t s * Those people 
must have possessed e x t r a o r d i n a r y stamina •• any of the seats I n the 
meeting houses were only benches, and even those t h a t were supplied 
w i t h backs were hardly wide enough t o support a l a r g e an. The moot-

Mrs. C. Cottrell 
453 Winter S t 
Walpole, MA CE081-1035 



-2-
The Story o f Our Church B u i l d i n g 

i n g house was also the place where the community1a ammunition and 
ex t r a arms were st o r e d , and the green near i t was the place where 
the v i n u t e Men d r i l l e d . 

None o f t h i e type o f meeting house were b u i l t a f t e r 1700 and 
none o f the second type appeared before 1710. The second type was fifi 
necessitated by the increase i n p o p u l a t i o n i n the various towns 
causing a need f o r l a r g e r meeting houses. 

Since l a r g e r meeting houses were needed, the o l d square type 
gave way t o a r e c t a n g u l e r b u i l d i n g w i t h a sharply pitched r o o f and 
a r i d g e p o l e . We do not know where the f i r s t o f t h i s type wee b u i l t , 
but the "Old South Church" i n Boston i s a good example o f t h i s con
s t r u c t i o n . This was b u i l t i n 1729 and i s c e r t a i n l y not the f i r s t o f 
i t s k i n d . I n f a c t , wherever n new meeting house was needed anywhere 
i n New England a f t e r 1710, t h i s was the s t y l e used. The one i n Wal
pole waa o f t h i s type and was begun i n 1726. 

I t was twelve years before the b u i l d i n g was completed. The town 
records are f i l l e d w i t h references and a p p r o p r i a t i o n s toward i t s con
s t r u c t i o n , and i f we knew of a l l the s a c r i f i c e s these people made t o 
b u i l d t h e i r Meeting House we would probably be astiamed by our own 
e f f o r t s i n support of ours. P r a c t i c a l l y every man i n the l i t t l e com
munity had a share i n i t s c o n s t r u c t i o n and everyone was taxed f o r i t s 
support. There were ao many votes t o change the dimensions of tne 
b u i l d i n g t h a t i t i s hard t o aay how b i g i t a c t u a l l y was, but by the 
f i n a l two votes i t should have been 26 by 32 f e e t and IB f e e t h i g h 
at the 4v eaves. I t was p l a s t e r e d , except f o r the beams, which 
protruded i n t o the b u i l d i n g a f t e r the manner o f most houses of t h a t 
generation. I t waa unheated, - and Mr. S i n n o t t suggests t h a t as one 
reason ao many f i r e and brimstone sermons were preached and apparent
l y welcomed. 

The I n t e r i o r arrangement i s i n t e r e s t i n g end somewhat i n doubt, as 
succeeding town meetings voted changes which ~ake the h i s t o r i a n ' s 
task confusing. Jan. 2 1 , 173^i i t was voted " t h a t the room i n ye 
meeting house t'nat i s Designed f o r Pews t h a t was Granted t o Persons 
t h a t would b u i l d them a t t h e i r own Charge should be made i n t o twelve 
Pews.." Later i n t h a t year a l l o f these men r e l i n q u i s h e d t h e i r pew 
r i g h t s when i t was discovered t h a t only Fbenezer ales i Thomas Clap 
had prepared f o r the c o n s t r u c t i o n o f t h e i r pews, on c o n d i t i o n t h a t 
the town would, at I t s own expense, b u i l d e i g h t pews and co pensate 
Messrs. Falsa >c Clap f o r t h e i r lumber and l a b o r . With the two which tfi 
the town had already voted t o b u i l d t h i s a t i l l l e f t twelve pewa, but 
we do not know f o r sure whether they were ever b u i l t . I f so, the i n 
t e r i o r arrangement o f our f i r s t Meeting House must have been about 
l i k e the diagram (on page- ) , w i t h the twelve pews around the w a l l s 
and an unknown number of benches arranged i n rows i n the ce n t e r . Two 
stalrweys are mentioned, but we do not know where they were l o c a t e d . 
Some meeting houses had f r o n t porohaa l a r g e enough t o accomodate s t a i r 
ways, and ours may have boon l i k e t h a t . I have not attempted t o show 
them, nor the g a l l e r y , since t h a t also i s u n c e r t a i n . We know t h a t 
there was at l e a s t one over the main door, and a record of one being 
added l a t e r , probably across one end. Pews were also added l a t e r 
"under the men's and women's s t a i r s " , whlohwould i n d i c a t e t h a t the 
s t a i r s were i n a i d e and not i n the porch. This b u i l d i n g s u f f i c e d u n t i l 
1781, when i t was voted t o t e a r i t down and r e b u i l d a l a r g e r and more 
modern e e t i n g House. 



-3-The Story of Our Church B u i l d i n g 
" ' a l p o l e ' s Seoond Meeting House" 

Jan.kt1731 - "Noted t o b u i l d a meeting house agreeable to a plan 
t h a t was drawn of ' l a r i o f i e l d Meeting House and t h a t a l l pews be so l d 
t o the highest bidder.." (Town Records) This b u i l d i n g waa t o be J40 
by 60 f e e t which would nea r l y t r i p l e the f l o o r space, quoting the 
Lewis H i s t o r y , p.132: "The town soon purchased from Jacob and Ichebod 
Clap an enlargement of the - s a t i n g House common, thus enabling a f i n a l 
removal o f the church f u r t h e r south as i n d i c a t e d i n the two plans o f 
Walpole f i l e d i n the State House i n lft31." I f t h i s i s so, then the 
atone /cross erected by Mr. Lewis marks only the s i t e o f the f i r s t 
Meeting House end we do not know e x a c t l y where the second one stood. 
But why d i d they w a i t f o r t y years t o f i l e and why two plans? Mr. 
Lewis s t a t e s t h a t i t was opposite the apothecary shop, and i f so i t 
could not have been more than a hundred f e e t from the o l d s i t e . 

The new b u i l d i n g was much l i k e the o l d one. The i n t e r i o r was 
arranged w i t h the p u l p i t on the l o n g , n o r t h side and the main door fiik 
f a c i n g i t . I t was voted t o s e l l the pews t o the h i g h e s t bidders * 
l a t e r a committee p r i c e d the pews and assigned them to the f a r a i l i o s 
a c c o r d i n * t o t h e i r assessed taxes. They nrived from '60 down t o '20, 
the highest i n f r o n t and the lowest i n the r e a r . 'Mfty-one assignments 
are H a t e d . Two f a m i l i e s were assigned t o each pew, but i t I s not 
s t a t e d whether they shored the l i s t p r i c e or i f each paid the whole. 
No mention i s made o f seats i n the g a l l e r y , but l a t e r wo read o f 
these being s o l d . Several o f the o r i g i n a l deeds of those pews ore i n 
our f i l e s , some o f which were r e g i s t e r e d . Ho mention i s made of 
boxed-in pews i n t h i s b u i l d i n g . 

Mr. Lewis says t h a t i t was heated by a f i r e p l a c e , and i n 1800 a 
stove and f u n n e l were proposed i n town meeting but voted down. I n 
1791 I t was voted t o purchase o b e l l f o r 50 ft. and t h i s waa pro
bably placed i n a tower over the porch a t the west entrance. A 
steeple had been voted i n a previous meeting. So our Meeting House 
begins t o l o o k l i k e a church o u t s i d e , but i n s i d e i t r e t a i n s the 
o r i g i n a l appearance of the o l d e r p a t t e r n . One town meeting voted 
money and appointed a committee t o secure stone " t o underpin" the v e e t i n g House, but we do not know i f t h i s was a c t u a l l y done. Such was 
the b u i l d i n g I n which the Rev. leorge Morey preached d u r i n g h i s whole 
m i n i s t r y , and the one I n which Mr. J.W.8.Storer began h i a , i n 1826. 

The c a l l i n g o f Kr. S t o r e r marked the end, and waa the cause of the // 
end of u n i t y I n the t h e o l o g i e s ! b e l i e f o f the Walpole people f o r 100 
years. Mr. Storer was a l i b e r a l , as were moat o f the theologians 
educated at Harvard and Yale a t t h i s t i m e , and t f n i t s r l a n i s : was spread
i n g across New England. Of course, not everyone could accept t h i s 
any more than thay can today, and a l a r g e number separated themselves 
a t t h i s time and organized the Orthodox Church. Since these people 
l e f t the Church, the l i b e r a l s were l e f t I n possession o f the b u i l d 
i n g and even though Church and State were becoming separated a l l over 
the a t a t e , the town waa s t i l l t a x i n g i t s cotissens f o r the support o f 
the m i n i s t e r , — b u t t h i s s t o r y w i l l have t o wa i t f o r another chapter. 

f l t o n C. Roberts, H i s t o r i a n 
The T o r c h — A p r i l 1965. 
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Our Present Church. B u i l d i n g (continued from A p r i l Torch-1965) 
Walpole, Nov.11,1838: "The undersigned having been chosen a 

Committee by the F i r s t P arish i n the Town of walpole f o r the pur
pose o f t a k i n g i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n the su b j e c t of A l t e r i n g , Enlarg
i n g , R e p a i r i n g , Rebuilding or Removing t h e i r Meetinghouse, have 
attended t o t h a t s e r v i c e and submit the f o l l o w i n g r e p o r t : 
1 s t . As t o A l t e r i n g ft En l a r g i n g , i t i s our o p i n i o n t h a t the house may 
be A l t e r e d much t o the Convenience and S a t i s f a c t i o n of the P a r i s h , 
by t a k i n g down the Pews ft G o l l a r i o a and r e f i t t i n g the same i n t o mo
dern S t y l e , w i t h o u t Enlargmant o f the Body o f the house. 
2nd. As respects Repairing and Rebuilding; we f i n d t h a t the frame of 
the house i s constructed of the best timber which could be obtained 
a t the time i t waa b u i l t , and i s sup e r i o r t o any t h a t could be o b t a i n 
ed a t the present day, and also t h a t the same i s i n s hi g h s t a t e o f 
pr e s e r v a t i o n ; we f u r t h e r f i n d t h a t the l e n g t h ft breadth of the house 
I s of the most f a v o r a b l e dimensions; t h e r e f o r e the whole frame i s 
f a r p r e f e r a b l e t o any new one " 
(Note here t h a t t h i s "Beat Timber" i s already a hundred years o l d and 
has already been used twice I n b u i l d i n g and r e b u i l d i n g the Meetlng-
nouae.) 
"3 r d . Aa t o the Removing, we consider the l o c a t i o n o f the house a 
question of much importance, and having given the subject our most 
serious c o n s i d e r a t i o n . To have the Meetinghouse l o c a t e d on a spot 
aa w i l l be s a t i s f a c t o r y t o such as are now on the stage of a c t i o n , 
and t o those who may succeed us / r l i s much to be d e s i r e d , end i n our 
o p i n i o n outweighs every other question connected w i t h the su b j e c t 
before ua 
Here we s h a l l spare the reader several hundred words and come q u i c k l y 
t o the conclusion: 
. . . . " I n view o f the foregoing premises, your committee r e s p e c t f u l l y 
recommend t h a t the f o l l o w i n g measures be adopted! 
1 s t . That the Pews I G a l l e r i e s o f the Meetinghouse be taken down and 
the house be r e f i t t e d i n modern s t y l e . 
2nd. That the Meetinghouse be l o c a t e d i n such place as the b u i l d i n g 
Committee s h a l l designate, deference being had t o the wishes o f the 
volun t a r y c o n t r i b u t o r s . 
3rd. That the foregoing measures be c a r r i e d i n t o o p e r a t i o n as soon 
so I f toon hundred d o l l a r s at l e a s t bo r a i s e d by vol nft«n subscrip
t i o n , the remainder o f the expenses t o be assessed upon the pews as 
soon as the house i s f i n i s h e d . 

R e s p e c t f u l l y submitted by 
Joseph Hawes Richard Hartshorn 
Truman Clark Ebon1 r Hsrtshorn 
Warren (?) Clark John A. Gould 

Joshua s t e t s o n " 
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The p o r t i o n which we have omitted considers the reasons f o r changing 
the l o c a t i o n - the c h i e f one soamlng t o be the f a c t t h a t there was no 
room f o r horse-sheds on the property,ss necessary then as parking space 
i s today,rnd a d e a c e i p t i o n o f e piece of la n d on the o t h e r side o f 
the s t r e e t which would overcome t h i s d i f f i c u l t y . Had t h i s proposal 
been adopted, the U n i t a r i a n C h r o h would hsve been Iocs ted* about 
where the present Co-operative Bank i s now. (And do you r e c a l l from 
cur Story of the Church and i t s Ancestors t h a t , but f o r the accident 
of s f i r e the Methodist Ch r c h would have been b u i l t on the spot 
where Stone St. enters Main?) 

I have not been able t o f i n d any records o f a B u i l d i n g Committee and 
we have t o do e l i t t l e guessing now. We do know t h a t on May 26,1539, 
e daed was given by Joseph Uewes f o r the l o t on which our Church now 
stands, end t h a t the b u i l d i n g waa turned so the end faced southwest 
end was moved t o t h a t l o c a t i o n , end the porches were removed. We also 
know t h a t the "house was r e f i t t e d i n modern s t y l e . " 

Although no one seems t o hsve no t i c e d i t , j u s t one hundred years had 
passed since our f i r s t olC -j-; t i n g ho use was complete! and i n e x a c t l y 
another hundred years, I n 1939, our o l d b u i l d i n g w i l l have undergone 
another complete r e j u v e n a t i o n . Perhaps those who c o n t r o l the d e s t i n y 
of the United Church when another hundred years r o l l around - per-
chenoe some o f the t o t s who now s o i l t h e i r knees on the f l o o r o f our 
t e l l e r s ' room - may c a r r y on t h i s oyelo of the c e n t l r f t o s . 

During the e a r l y years o f the 19th century a renewed I n t e r e s t I n 
r e l i g i o n , as w e l l as l i t e r a t u r e , a r t and a r c h i t e c t u r e began t o mani
f e s t I t s e l f , and one aspect of t h i s was a growing d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n 
w i t h the o l d meetinghouses. A seeking a f t e r beauty I a f o e l l n g t h a t 
the Church should gather I n "temples o f worship" l e d t o a r a t h e r sudden 
chenge i n the appearance, I n s i d e o u t , of the b u i l d i n g s . AI30, r e 
c a l l i n g t h a t these meetinghouses were also used f o r town .-oetings 
and other p u b l i c g a t h e r i n g s , which were o f t e n boisterous and some
times u n r u i y . I t i s easy to understand why church people f e l t t h a t 
they needed a home Just f o r the Churoh. Resides a l l t h i s , the State 
and Church were becoming separate e n t i t i e s and i n the year 1811 t h i s 
s e paration waa l e g a l i z e d i n Massachusetts. As a r e s u l t of these f o r c e s , 
a l l the new church b u i l d i n g s t h a t were erected during the f i r s t f o u r 
decades of taecentury took on the samo general appearance. Some of 
theae b e a u t i f u l a t r u c t a r o s were designed be eminent a r c h i t e c t s and 
many were copied from t h e i r designs. 

A f t e r 1S25 the Greek Tenple became the model f o r most church b u i l d 
i n g s , erected or remodeled, and out church I s no exception. The r o o f 
was extended, *: f o u r Doric columns to support I t were erected. There 
were two doors opening i n t o a v e s t i b u l e , or perhaps d i r e c t l y I n t o 
the ohuroh, and there were balconies around three sides. The b u i l d i n g 
extended only t o a p o i n t ridway between what are now the middle & 
f r o n t windows. The p u l p i t faced the main doors and the pews were 
placed agalnat the aides, w i t h a bank o f pewa I n the ce n t e r , a l l o w i n g 
two a i s l e s . These were open pews and some o f them were used when the 
b u i l d i n g was remodeled f o r United Church i n 1939. A l o n g row o f 
horse sheds, open on the f r o n t , s t r e t c h e d across the whole back o f 
the l o t which then extended only twenty f e o t or so back o f our present 
Pariah House. 
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The tower and steeple were doubtless erected a t t h i s t i m e , using the 
hand-hewn timbers t h a t were used I n the o l d tower. The b e l l now i n 
the tower c a r r i e s the i n s c r i p t i o n : "cast by George Holbrook, East 
<Medway, 1839.ff There seems to be no r e c o r d of what happened t o the 
o l d b e l l which the town purcuased i n 1791. At sorse time a c l o c k was 
i n s t a l l e d i n the tower which t o l l e d the hours on the b e l l ; the t o l l 
i n g s t r i k e r l a s t i l l attached t o the framework. 
At some time an organ wes purchased ft placed i n the rear g a l l e r y , and 
arrangements were made to seat the c h o i r t h e r e , (see note) A l a r g e 
c l o c k , given by W i l l i a m Richardson of Boston i n M M f | of h i s w i f e , 
was placed on the r e a r g a l l e r y w a l l i n 1339. This i a s t i l l i n use. 
l a December and January, 1G73-7U, the church u u l l d i n g was again r e 
modeled and rededioated on January 25* ke quote from the o l d r e c o r d : 
"The S o c i e t y , which asa worshiped d u r i n g the past seven weeks i n bacon's 
h a l l , to-day occupleu the meeting house, which i n tue meantime has 
been very much improved. T h e g a l l e r l e s have been removed, a recess 
Lias been b u i l t i n the r e a r of the p u l p i t ; trie w a l l s an o e i l l n g have 
been t a s t e f u l l y frescoed; new lamps have been i n t r o d u c e d , e t c . , the 
whole at an expense of i 1000 f u r n i s h e d by the Ladies 1 Aid s o c i e t y . " 
Much l a t e r a s t a i n e d glass window waa placed i n the aloove a t the 
roar o f the p u l p i t ; the g i f t of Mrs. Junius Baebe of Boston i n mem
ory of her grandfather, the Reverend John M. M e r r i c k , who was the 
M i n i s t e r from l n y i tol'166. 

The United Church 
I n 1927, when the union of the three Churches took place, the b u i l d i n g 
waa closed and a l l eatings were held i n the Orthodox Church on East 
s t •, t ne l a r g e s t o f the three b u i l d i n g s . The o l d T i r a t Church stood 
empty and i d l e f o r over t e n oars, now a p a r t o f the property o f 
t e new United Church. I n 1938 a hurricane wrecked the s t e e p l e , and 
the Churoh ceriouslyconsidereu s e l l i n g the p r o p e r t y . A t a l l pine 
mast was the s i n timber i n the s p i r e and t h i s waa salvaged by Rev. 
Alexander L. McKenzie who r e s i d e d i n Walpolo, having been the Min
i s t e r i n the o l d Congregational Church before r e t i r i n g . Mr. McKenzie's 
hobby waa woodworking, and he made sev e r a l items o f i n t e r e s t from 
t h i s o l d timber. Among tnem are a cross end two c o l l e c t i o n p l a t e s 
which are now i n our h i s t o r i c a l c o l l e c t i o n . 
I n 1939 the United Churoh decided, a f t e r . .any plana ana suggestions 
had been discussed, t h a t the 200-year o l d framework of the F i r s t 
Church could continue t o serve end another complete r e n o v a t i o n o f 
the o l d b u i l d i n g took place. The Nave was lengthened and the Coancel 
added. Three doors, i n s t e a d o f two, provided adequate entrance and 
e x i t . The organ was removed from the g a l l e r y and a new organ, which 
included a number of pipes f r o : the organ i n the East S t . Church, 
was i n s t a l l e d beside the Chancel where the c h o i r was now seated. An 
a l t a r was placed a t tne f a r end o f the Chancel, end a l e c t e r n and 
simple p u l p i t a t the f r o n t . 
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At the rear o f the s t r u c t u r e a Pariah House was a:ded, forming a 
-shaped b u i l d i n g , ^he t o t a l cost was about ?87,500. The a r c h i 

t e c t s vera the f i r m o f Perry, Hepburn * Shaw o f 'oaton. Mr. Shaw had 
Just f i n i s h e d work on the r e s t o r a t i o n o f Williamsburg, /a., \ waa 
considered an a u t h o r i t y on * o i o n i e l A r c h i t e c t u r e . He gave h i s person-
e l a t t e n t i o n t o the p r o j e c t , coking sure t h a t a l l parts o f t h e * b u i l d 
i n g were I n keeping w i t h the a r c h i t e c t u r e o f the p e r i o d . The work was 
f i n i s h e d d u r i n g the year 19?|0, the f i r s t s ervice being held I n the new 
Church on June 23rd o f t h a t year. A few years l a t e r the f l a g s t o n e 
walk was l a i d i n f r o n t , end e t t h a t t i n e Mrs. Joseph Loach arranged 
t o have the steeping stono brought from i n f r o n t o f the Congregational 
Church and placed i n the walk d i r e c t l y I n f r o n t o f the preaont steps. 
The stained r l a s 3 window t h a t had boon over the p u l p i t o f the Metho
d i s t Churoh was Incorporated I n t o the Chapel n l t a r ( given I n memory of 
John and Puth A l l e n nnd dedicated I n 1953) ?n thePariah Kouae. U n f o r t u 
n a t e l y , no s u i t a b l e place has been found f o r the b e a u t i f u l c i r c u l a r 
window t h a t wno given I n vemery o f Mr. K e r r i o k . Perhaps some day t h i s 
can be provided. 

A f t e r f i f t e e n years had passed, the Par i s h House proved t o be Inade
quate t o the needs o f a growing Church School, and an a d d i t i o n waa 
planned. A campaign waa conducted under tho leedership o f Mr. Charles 
Howard, and • 160,000 wan r a i s e d . Costa liad Increased and the nine
teen roon a d d i t i o n was nearly twice the coat o f the o r i g i n a l renova
t i o n of the churoh ftntlitf and pariah houso. This new s e c t i o n was 
dedicated I n 1956 and provides spaoe f o r a la r g e p a r t o f the Church 
School, as w e l l aa a la r g e room f o r youth a c t i v i t i e s . I new pastor's 
study was also added i n the new wing, p r o v i d i n g adequate roon and 
pr i v a c y end a t the aame time p e r m i t t i n g h i n t o be near the center of 
the week-day a c t i v i t i e s wh»n needed. 

Thus ends, f o r the present t i m e , the long s t o r y o f the beginnings end 
development o f tho home o f the u n i t e d church I n v»lpole. At a l l t u r n 
i n g p o i n ts i n i t a h i s t o r y , I t t r u l y NMM as I f nod had l e d the v a r i 
ous committees and I n d i v i d u a l s who made decisions regarding I t a f u t u r e , 
t o the end t h a t I t stands today, - a b e a u t i f u l example o f New England 
church a r c h i t e c t u r e , yet mcdern and adequate f o r the m u l t i p l i c i t y o f 
a c t i v i t i e s whioh a "hureh i n these days must c a r r y on. 
Among the scores o f men and women Mho worked t i r e l e s s l y t o accomplish 
the r e n o v a t i o n and r e b u i l d i n g o f tho church and p a r i s h house and I t s 
a d d i t i o n , there are f o u r men and one woman who mist be mentioned be
cause very l a r g e l y through t h e i r devoted l e a d e r s h i p , v i s i o n end t o l l , 
the p r o j e c t wes brought t o a successful conclusion. 
Henry P. Kondall gave wise counsel and wa3 always a v a i l a b l e f o r advice. 
Porhopa the greatest c o n t r i b u t i o n t h a t he could nake waa through tho 
71os-Ch»lrnsn o f h i a committee, Ralph S. Kowlnnd. Mr. Rowland, Pur
chasing Agent f o r the Kondall Company was mado a v a i l a b l e t o devote almoa 
h i s e n t i r e time t o the p r o j e c t and, working c l o s e l y w i t h Mr. Shaw, he 
supervised p r a c t i c a l l y everv d e t a i l i n tho c o n s t r u c t i o n of the ohurch 
and pariah house I n 1939 *c 40, and also the a d d i t i o n i n 1956. 

Henry Holbrook gave u n t i r i n g l e a d e r s h i p , t o d i r e c t i n g the f i n a n c i a l 
campaign, and I t was through h i a i n s p i r e d e f f o r t s and the devoted work 
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of the men and women who formed h i a o r g a n i z a t i o n t h a t the b u i l d i n g 
could be dedicated f r e e o f debt as soon as I t u&a completed. 
Co-laborer w i t h Mr. Holbrcok woe Mrs. Joseph ( L o t t i e ) Leach. Mrs. Leach 
waa responsible f o r much o f the f i n a n c i a l work, the e d i t o r i a l 
a c t i v i t y end research, and the p u b l i c i t y necessary I n auch a pro
j e c t . She Lied charge c f the l a y i n g o f the corner-atone and c o l l e c t e d 
I t s c o n t e n t s . 
Then the parsonage was b u i l t on the s i t e o f the o l d Method!at Church 
and also when the a d d i t i o n to the pariah house waa necessary, the Chore! 
c a l l e d on Charles R. Howard t o l e a d i n securing the finances needed, 
and again a devoted worker i n s p i r e d hia helpers t o success. 
These f i v e people are no longer w i t h us, but t h e i r memory should 
be an i n s p i r a t i o n t o us t o c a r r y on the work of the Church i n the 
s&raa s p i r i t o f d e v o t i o n . 

- f i n i s - A l t o n C. Roberta, H i s t o r i a n 
(The Toreh, f o r -ay 1965) 

Notes from Major John A l l e n Gould'3 D i a r y : 
A p r i l 20, 1351 "The f i r s t Perish I n Walpole have provided f o r t h e i r 
use an organ, which was used i n the church t h i s dey f o r the f i r s t 
feline. The tone o f the organ seems smooth and pleasant. The cost of 
the organ i e about $6?5." -P«S# 23. 
Dec.?th,1852 " S e t t l e d ny account efe Probate Court as executor of the 
w i l l o f 3 i l p h a Smith, l a t e o f Walpole, widow,deceased. Mrs. Smith 
died i n October 1851, at the age o f 93 yaara and some months. I 
wrote the w i l l o f Mrs. Smith about three months before her decease. 
Sy .the w i l l the church o f the F i r s t P arish i n Walpole has received 
the sum c f tl26£., the income of which i s t o bo a p p l i e d t o the 
support o f the m i n i s t r y o f s a i d church and the p a r i s h w i t h which i t 
i s connected." p.26 
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S o l o a n d C h o r u s , f o r E a s t e r 

W o r d s a n d M u s i c b y 

JOSHUA AL L E N 

l| Price 154 jh 

JOSHUA A L L E N , WALPOLE, MASS. 



HARK! I HEAR SWEET MUSIC 
S'olo and Chorus for Eas te r 

Mode ra t o 

W o r d s and M u s i c by 

J O S H U A A L L E N 

V I O L I N 

SOPRANO SOLO 

•mm 
1. H a r k I b ea r swee t m u - sic 

2. B y a n d by w h e n Eas t - er 

on t h e a i r t o - day, 

days have passed a - w a y 

C o p y r i g h t 1927by Joshua A l l e n 
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Terrors sing the Air in the Chorus. 



A f l s i t t o r r . George ''orey o f Lexiagton 

Sometime i n July (1961) a voice on ay telephone s a i d : 
" I read i n the Alumni B u l l e t i n ( o f harvard U n i v e r s i t y ) t h a t 
you are w r i t i n g a h i s t o r y of tho walpole Church." I allowed 
as how one might s t r e t c h h i s i m a g i n a t i o n o b i t and c a l l i t t h a t . 

"Well," tho Vbftce went on, "1 an George .iorey of Lexington. 
I am a descendant of the George Corey who used t o be a i a i s t e r o f 
t h a t church and who l e d the people o f ^ a l p o l e i n t o the l i g h t of 
b n i t a r i a n i s r a . I have, h i s desk and c h a i r and a p a i r of h i s breecnes 
and a chest f u l l o f hia papers. I thought you r i g h t l i k e t o MNN and 
look the s t u f f over. I l i v e i n Lexington. 

Of course I thanked him and said I would love t o , The r e s u l t 
was a v i s i t w i t h r.Jonas t o r . I orey'a b e a u t i f u l hone. r s . '.orey, 
a precious lady who occupies tho ' h a i r on Lexington's Board of \ e l e c t 
i o n , received us and Immediately wo wore I marsod I n tho 18th c e n t u r y . 

A t a l l clocc stood I n tho h e l l , p r o b a b l y f r o n dev.Ccroy ' 3 , a d 
beside i t h i s p u l p i t c h a i r , i n which we s a t . I n the dining room W 8 3 nis 

desk - Governor Vint rop s t y l e - one o f tho moat b e a u t i f u l 1 nave ever 
seen. On the desk was a carved wooden c h e s t , f i l l e d w i t h papers and 
documents which,to me, were out of t h i s w o r l d . And they might w e l l -*ov 
oeon but f o r the l o v i n g care which has been given them by the genera
t i o n s of oroya who nave preserved then. 

On a t a b l e nearby was a huge Bible which prooaoly once roeted 
on the p u l p i t i n our o l d i r s t Church and from which dev. orey read 
the lesson on the Sunday mornings of the f o r t y years of h i s pastorate, 

" r s . orey opened a drawer of the desk and there was the " >roac'i< 
knoo l e n g t h w i t h bucklos, s i l k -and a waistcoat t o natch w i t h a w hite 
r u f f l e d c o l l a r . ?ov. orey must havo been q u i t e a dandy i n h i s clay, 
and wo c o u l d n l r o a t nee him. w i t h h i s heavy oano. t a k i n g h i s c o n q t l -



oritlnued-
t u t i o n a l a l o a f the road; stopping t o have a word w i t h 
v-sacon Clapp or admonishing e youth f o r a hying a stone 
at a s t r a y c a t . 

There i s more t o t h i s s t o r y , but we must not impose 
on the e d i t o r a t t h i s l a t e date, ( e d i t o r of the "Torch") 
so we s h a l l defer t e l l i n * of -fr. orey's .eneroua g i f t s 
t o our "hurch's h i s t o r i c a l c o l l e c t i o n u n t i l next month. 

30a next page-



We were hardly seated a t the t a b l e preparing to examine the o l d 
papers which l a y before ua when :1r». Morey b r o u g i t us a l a r g e , 
leather-bound volume, e v i d e n t l y very o l d , and aaid "Mr, Moray wants 
the c h r c h t o have t h i s Reference Bible i f you t h i n k i t would be 
acceptable." I t proved t o be the f i r s t eolume of a set of s i x , 
p r i n t e d i n 1720, every one o f which showed the marks o f much use. 
*ou can imagine the enthusiasm w i t h which we accepted t h i s marvel
ous o l d Bible f o r the h i s t o r i c a l c o l l e c t i o n o f the Chnrch. S i x 
other small books from "The Walpole Ladies' L i t e r a r y and Moral Soc
i e t y ' s L i b r a r y " were also given us t o b r i n g back w i t h ua. 

Now we turned our a t t e n t i o n t o the paper:? which were spread out 
on the t a b l e . Perhaps the o l d e s t which we examined was the w i l l o f 
our e a r l y M i n i s t e r ' s f a t h e r i n which he bequeathed, among oth e r 
t h i n g s , h i s desk t o h i s son, George. This desk might very l i k e l y 
have been the very one beside which we were s i t t i n g a t t h a t momentI 
I f so, i t s age was pushed w e l l back i n t o tho e a r l y 1700's or even 
the l a t e 1600's - a q u a r t e r o f a raillenium agol Be t h a t as i t may, 
t h i s was not the piece o f w r i t i n g t h a t was o f most s i g n i f i c a n c e f o r us. 

There was another, a sheet of paper about e i g h t by s i x t e e n inches, 
f o l d e d onoe t o make f o u r pages. The w r i t i n g on t h i s was almost l i k e 
p r i n t e d s c r i p t , i t was so b e a u t i f u l l y even. I t covered the f i r s t 
page and the second end p a r t o f the t h i r d , and was f o l l o w e d by the 
signatures of t e n men. To us, t h i s paper seemed p r i c e l e s s , f o r i t 
was the o r i g i n a l Covenant of our F i r s t Church, organized on J u l y 10, 
1730, by the Rev. P h i l l i p s Payson; our second M i n i s t e r , and Mr. 
Moray's immediate predecessor. 

Mrs. Moray had brought ua a f o l d e r w i t h the suggestion t h a t i f 
there were any s p e c i a l papers t h a t we thought the Churoh would l i k e 
t o have, we place them i n i t , and she would t a l k w i t h Mr. Morey about 
l e t t i n g us have them. I r e v e r e n t l y placed t h a t Covenant i n the f o l d e r 
w i t h a couple of other items o f i n t e r e s t , and one can hardly imagine 
my t h r i l l , a few days l a t e r , t o receive a 1 > t t e r from Mr. lorey pre
s e n t i n g these p r i c e l e s s papers t o our "hurchi 

A l t o n C. Boberts 


